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Riverhead Charter School  

Enrollment and Admissions Policy 
 
 

 
PURPOSE 

RCS maintains an enrollment process that is open, fair, transparent, and in compliance with New York State 
Charter School Law and all applicable federal and state regulations. 

 
POLICY STATEMENT 

The School shall be open to all students who are residents of New York State, on a space-available basis 
within each grade level. 

Admission preference shall be given in the following order: 
(1) children of current employees and members of the Board of Trustees, 
(2) siblings of currently enrolled students, 
(3) siblings of students admitted during the enrollment process, and 
(4) students residing within the Riverhead school district. 

The School shall not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, ethnicity, creed, religion, 
gender, gender identity, sexual orientation, disability, intellectual ability, athletic ability, or any other status 
protected by law. 
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RECRUITMENT AND ACCESS 

The School shall make reasonable efforts to recruit and retain students with disabilities, English Language 
Learners, and economically disadvantaged students in proportions that are reflective of or greater than those 
in the surrounding school districts. 

Recruitment materials shall clearly express the School’s commitment to serving diverse student populations 
and shall be distributed to community organizations and agencies serving such populations. 

 
ADMISSIONS PROCESS 

The School shall not require entrance examinations, academic screening, or testing as a condition of 
admission. 

All applications submitted during the designated enrollment period shall be considered for admission. If the 
number of applications exceeds available seats, admission shall be determined through a random public 
lottery conducted in accordance with New York State Charter School Law. 

 
WAITLIST 

Applicants not selected for admission shall be placed on a waiting list in the order determined by the lottery 
results. 

The waiting list shall remain valid for the current school year only and shall not carry over to subsequent 
school years. 

Vacancies shall be filled in the order of the established waiting list. 

 
 


